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good husbandry of bishop Juxon, his treasurer, had
a million of ready money in his treasury, and, upon
that account, having no need of a parliament, had
not called one in twelve years; and perhaps had
never called another, if he had not, by this unhappy
circumstance, been reduced to a necessity of it; for
now this ready money was spent in two foolish ex-
peditions, and his army appeared in a condition not
fit to engage the Scots ; the detachment under sir
Jacob Astley, which were of the flower of his men,
had been routed at Newborn, and the enemy had
possession of two entire counties.

All men blamed Laud for prompting the king to
provoke the Scots, a headstrong nation, and zeal-
ous for their own way of worship; and Laud him-
self found, too late, the consequences of it, both to
the whole cause and to himself; for the Scots
whose native temper is not easily to forgive an in-
jury, pursued him by their party into England, and
never gave it over, till they laid his head on the
block.

The ruined country now clamoured in his ma-
jesty's ears with daily petitions, and the gentry of
other neighbouring counties cry out for peace and
a parliament. The king embarrassed with these
difficulties, and quite empty of money, calls a great
council of the nobility at York, and demands their
advice, which any one could have told him before,
would be to call a parliament.

I cannot, without regret, look back upon the
misfortune of the king, who, as he was one of the
best princes in his personal conduct that ever
reigned in England, had yet some of the greatest
unhappinesses in his conduct as a king, that ever
prince had, and the whole course of his life demon-
strated it.

1. An impolitic honesty.    His enemies called it